
WMSI CLINICAL PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Clinical Science – courses will be taught at WMSI-affiliated teaching hospitals throughout 

the United States, Caribbean and South America. Here, students apply the knowledge they 

learned during Basic Sciences to real-life situations. Students participate in a set of core 

rotations and choose their electives from a diverse selection of rotations, which are designed 

to mold students into well-rounded doctors. 

For the student to be eligible for the clinical rotations student must have successfully completed    

the Comprehensive Basic Science exam conducted by the National Board for Medical 

Education (NBME) at the end of the 6th Semester of the IBMS program and the USMLE Step  

 

The Clinical program at WMSI consists of the third and fourth years of medical education 

where students will apply knowledge and skills learned during Basic sciences to real-life 

patient care situations. Students’ experience will include in-patient, outpatient and emergency 

patient care in an appropriate clinical environment to achieve the expected competencies.  The 

clinical rotations will be provided at hospitals and specialized clinical facilities in the United 

States Caribbean, and South America with whom WMSI has established formal affiliations. 

The Clinical Rotation curriculum consists of two academic years, totalling 72 weeks. It is 

divided into the:  

Core Rotations (44 weeks)   

Core rotations consist of:  

* 12 Weeks of Internal Medicine   

* 8 Weeks of General Surgery  

* 6 Weeks of Obstetrics and Gynecology   

* 6 Weeks of Pediatrics   

* 6 Weeks of Psychiatry   

* 6 Weeks of Family Medicine   

Students choose elective rotations from a variety of specialties. Clinical elective rotations in 

general have a duration of four weeks each with a total duration of 28 weeks. Students have 

the option to choose the type of elective rotation and location with the approval of the 

Associate Dean of Clinical. WMSI career guidance system will assist the students with the 

selection of electives.  

Internal Medicine (12 weeks) 

During the Internal Medicine Clerkship, students will acquire the clinical skills, knowledge, 

and professional behaviors necessary to evaluate and care for adult patients with growing 

independence guided by careful and consistent supervision from preceptors, residents, 

attending physicians and nurses.  Students will be exposed to practical clinical experiences 

within inpatient and ambulatory settings. These experiences include patients with acute, 

chronic, and terminal conditions. Students participate in daily Morning Report sessions, 

attending rounds, lectures, and Grand Round activities as part of their didactic program.  



Surgery (08 weeks) 

The surgical clerkship is an integrated, clinical experience designed to introduce the 

student to the basic concepts of surgical practice. This clerkship encompasses both in- 

patient and outpatient clinic experience based on a student-resident-attending physician 

teaching team. The goal of the rotation in surgery is to understand its role in the treatment 

of a patient. The emphasis during the rotation is NOT on surgical technique but on the 

understanding of the pathophysiology of disease, the use of surgical intervention, and the 

management of pre- and post-operative problems. 

 

The overall goal of the surgical clerkship is to introduce the student to the broad aspects of 

the field of surgery, including the major surgical subspecialties. Through work in this 

clerkship, the student becomes familiar with proper consultative practices and 

develops knowledge of the basic routines and sub-routines of surgical management. 

Finally, the surgical clerkship serves to introduce the student to the fundamental aspects of 

surgical practice as a profession. 

 

Family Medicine (06 weeks) 

 

The Family Practice Clerkship encompasses the comprehensive and longitudinal care of 

patients with a special emphasis on care of individuals in the context of families and 

communities. The clerkship highlights the assessment and management of ambulatory 

patients but may also include exposure to patients located in nursing homes, emergency 

rooms, or community health centers. Emphasis will be given to the following aspects of 

primary medicine: preventive health care, patient education, health maintenance procedures, 

patient and family reaction to illness, physician-patient and physician-family relationships, 

family life cycle stages and family disease patterns, care of the chronically ill patient, and 

cost-efficient delivery of health care. The student will be allowed to participate in assessing 

and treating the patient, under the direct supervision of the attending physician. 

 

Obstetrics and Gynaecology (06 weeks) 

 

During the clerkship, student will acquire a basic set of clinical and technical skills related to 

women’s health. This clerkship focuses on normal reproductive medicine, including 

pregnancy, labour, delivery and puerperium, as well as on the recognition, diagnosis, and 

management of complications during these stages. Likewise, students are exposed to a variety 

of conditions encountered in gynaecology, including aspects of preventive medicine and 

patient education. Students are assigned to Ob/Gyn Clinics, Ward Service, and O.R. as part of 

a team. Teaching activities will include clinical rounds, journal clubs, lectures, and case 

presentations. 

 

Paediatrics (06 weeks) 

 

This course is designed to provide students with a general understanding of the principles of 

pediatrics from infancy to adolescence with a major emphasis on prevention of disease, 

impact of disease and treatment and management on the child. The students will see patients 

first, gather the appropriate history and perform a physical examination. These findings are 

then presented to the attending physician who will re-examine the patient with the student. A 

strong didactic component is provided including daily lectures, Rounds, combined 



pediatric/emergency rotations and daily didactic series. The focus of the pediatric rotation is 

to teach students about conditions unique to the infant, child, and adolescent. There is a major 

emphasis on the prevention of disease and the impact of disease and treatment on the child 

 

Psychiatry (06 weeks) 

The rotation in psychiatry is designed to be an introduction to the basic principles of clinical 

psychiatry. It comprises a wide range of teaching experiences meant to cover the range of 

psychiatric patients and various treatment modalities. This clerkship provides the third-year 

medical student with the opportunity to evaluate patients for diagnosis and treatment both in 

the general hospital and psychiatric hospital setting Group discussion and in-patient contact 

complete the course work. The goal is to provide an exposure that will instil some of the 

fundamental principles of psychiatry into each student by the end of the clerkship. 

 

Assessment and Promotion: 

Completion of mid-term formative evaluation, patient encounter log-books and procedure log-

books, completion of two case write ups and other assignments are required for eligibility to 

take the summative assessments in knowledge and skills. 

Students are expected to take two exams at the end of each rotation. Knowledge will be 

assessed using MCQ questions administered by NBME. Clinical skills exams will be assessed 

using Objective structured clinical examination with 10-12 stations administered by the 

Hospital where the student is rotating.  

Promotion: 

 

1. Students failing both components (knowledge and clinical skills) must repeat the 

clerkship at the next available date. 

    (Students can move onto the next scheduled clerkship but must repeat the failed 

     clerkship within 4 months from the last day of the failed clerkship) 

 

2. Students failing only one component (knowledge or assessment) will be given the 

status     of academic deficiency and must complete the failed component within the next 

3 months. (Students can move onto the next scheduled clerkship, but subsequent rotation 

will only be arranged based on the outcome of the repeat exam.) 

 

3. If students fail in the repeat attempt, either the knowledge or the skills component, 

he/she must repeat the clerkship within 4 months from the last day of the failed clerkship 

 

4. If students repeating clerkship fail both components of assessment, he/she will be 

    academically dismissed. 

 

5. If students repeating clerkship fail only one component of assessment, he/she must 



    complete the failed component within 3 months. (Students can move onto the 

scheduled next clerkship, but subsequent rotation will only be arranged based on the 

outcome of the    repeat exam.) 

 

6. Students are only allowed to repeat a clerkship once. If students repeating clerkship fail 

in the repeat attempt, he/she will be academically dismissed. 

7. The passing mark for repeat exam is 70% and grade C will be given no matter what the 

passing percentage (This does not apply to repeating clerkship.) 

 

      8. Students are expected to complete the clinical years (year 3 and 4) and comprehensive 

          clinical knowledge and skills exams within 3 years of entering their 3rd year. 

 

      9. Students are eligible for the comprehensive exams in knowledge and skills after  

         successfully completing all the core clerkships. 

 

10. Students are allowed 3 attempts at the comprehensive exams and must pass both 

     components within one year of the first attempt.  

 

11. Students failing on the third attempt, either or both the components of the assessment,  

will be academically dismissed. 
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