
 

WMSI 

Statement on Academic Freedom 

 

WMSI guarantees its faculty members the freedom to inquire, study, teach, learn and publish 

in accordance with the policies and procedures of the school.  

WMSI is committed to academic freedom which subscribes the following principles: 

Freedom to conduct research: The institution guarantees faculty members the right to 

conduct research.  The right to disseminate the research findings will be as per the agreement 

of the investigator with the sponsor of the research. The university may also be engaged in 

research with commercial implications for different organizations and in this case the 

investigators will be bound by legal agreements and other restrictions placed by the sponsor 

including confidentiality and non-disclosure agreements.  

Freedom to teach: WMSI will follow an integrated system-based curriculum during the 

basic sciences. The decision on curricular content and teaching-learning will be decided by 

the educational leadership in consultation with and after obtaining inputs from all faculty 

members. The system chair has the primary responsibility to organize and modulate teaching-

learning with the organ system. During the clinical sciences the curriculum will be designed 

by the department chairs in consultation with the preceptors. Preceptors have the 

responsibility to conduct their teaching to ensure that the educational objectives of the 

clinical rotation and the WMSI MD Program objectives are addressed.  

Freedom to Question and to Criticize: Faculty members should be free to speak out “on 

matters having to do with their institution and its policies,” and they should be able “to 

express their professional opinions without fear of reprisal.” In speaking critically, faculty 

members should strive for accuracy and should exercise appropriate restraint. Faculty 

members should be aware of the sociocultural milieu of Saint Lucia and other sites will 

making critical comments and statements. Tolerance of criticism, however, is recognized as a 

crucial component of the academic environment by the institution.  

 

No WMSI faculty member or student shall be subject to any penalty or threat for exercising 

his or her academic freedom. 

This Statement on Academic Freedom shall be implemented in accordance with the appended 

guidelines. 

Implementing Guidelines for the Statement on Academic Freedom  

The Faculty Senate shall have the responsibility for monitoring and evaluating the status of 

academic freedom at WMSI. The Senate shall submit to the Dean and the President an annual 

report on the status of academic freedom at the Washington Medical Science Institute. That 

report shall identify any relevant issues and recommend specific actions as needed. 



Based on the annual report of the Faculty Senate, the President shall make an annual report to 

the Board of Governors on the status of academic freedom at the Washington Medical 

Science Institute.  

 


